To the Boston Youth Environmental Network:

It was fall when we last came together as a whole network of environmental organizations in a face-to-face meeting.  Since that time there have been two clusters: one working on Youth Employment and the other focusing on K-12 Environmental Education.  

Dawn Chávez in her role as the Boston Youth Environmental Network Coordinator and Bo Hoppin in his role as Facilitator for K-12 Environmental Education have been working to more effectively coordinate the work of these two environmental action clusters.  To that effect we are holding a joint meeting of the entire Boston Youth Environmental Network. The agenda below reflects the work that has been happening at the cluster level.  We feel that now is the time to bring together the larger network to discuss and get input about the directions we are headed.  

The date we have set for our next network wide meeting is May 28 from 12:30-4 pm.  Lunch will be included. Location TBA.

RSVP to Ellen Keech (Ellen_Keech@antiochne.edu) by Friday, May 23rd.
The tentative agenda is as follows with some explanation.  The agenda reflects the work of the network since we last met and the priorities that have been defined through committee work.   Some of this agenda will be done as a large group and some will have us divide up by interest areas for more focused discussion. The exact order and format are TBA.

· Roberto Cremoni, Presenting the Network Map -- Since we last met as a network Roberto, Helen Christou and Dawn Chávez have been researching how we as environmental organizations are all currently linked and connected.  Roberto will be presenting the findings of this research.  Roberto is the Chief Knowledge and Learning Officer for the Barr Foundation.  His presentation on the dynamics of networks was very well received at our last network event so we are bringing him back on stage to talk specifically about Boston!

· Presenting ideas for a fall environmental education event – The Environmental Education Advisory Committee and BPS-EE subcommittee are working to host an event this coming fall that showcases environmental education and that kicks off a new partnership initiative between EE and BPS.  We want to share our ideas for this with you and get feedback from you.

· Discussing the survey and start people on taking that survey – The EE Advisory Committee has created a survey to assess the scope of EE services across Boston as it relates to the BPS curriculum.  We would like to introduce this to you and to encourage organizations to take the survey.

· Environetwork website – There is a Network website that is up and running. It will help us to promote and coordinate our work.  We want to introduce this to the network and discuss its uses. 

· Network Name – It has become clear that the name and work of the network is confusing to many.  We have some proposals for renaming the network that we would like to share with you. 

· All students on field experiences -- The BPS-EE subcommittee has defined an ambitious goal to get all BPS students on outdoor field investigations that connect to the science curriculum each year.  We have a lot of work to achieve that goal. We would like to share our ideas for how to get started and hear you ideas to keep rolling.  

· Network Focus Time – Currently there are two primary focus areas of work within the Network:  Teen Employment and K-12 Environmental Education.  Part of this agenda will have organizations working in these clusters. If your organization does work under both of these clusters please bring a representative for each.

We look forward to seeing all of you.  The effort to link, connect and network Boston environmental organizations is making great headway. We hope this meeting will be a positive next step in that process.

Sincerely:

Dawn Chávez –Boston Environmental Network Coordinator

Bo Hoppin – K-12 Environmental Education Cluster Facilitator

The Environmental Education Advisory Committee

Pam Hess – Appalachian Mountain Club

Bob Chen – UMASS Boston

Jean Dorcus – Boston Nature Center

Jen Gresham – Zoo New England

The BPS-EE Subcommittee

Bev Nadeau – BPS Science Department

Jack Sheridan – BPS Science Department

Kristen Metz – Boston School Yards Initiative

Nancy Sableski – Arnold Arboretum

Ellen Thompson – Boston Children’s Museum

Bob Chen – UMASS Boston

Jean Dorcus – Boston Nature Center

